Additives to biological substances. V--The stability of lactose as a carrier for Biological Standards.
The stability of freeze-dried lactose has been studied, by accelerated degradation, after being ampouled under the conditions employed for the preparation of International Standards and Reference Preparations and also under less stringent conditions which might facilitate degradation. The possible formation of the reactive product, 5-hydroxymethyl-furfural, has been monitored over a period of 10 years at temperatures up to 56 degrees C. No evidence has been obtained to suggest that the formation of this compound would present a hazard to the stability of standards prepared by the procedures customarily employed.